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Next General Meeting: Wednesday August 17th at 7:30pm 
Floral Hall @ VanDusen Botanical Garden  

37th and Oak Vancouver 

 

 
 

                     Presidents Report 
 

It looks like things are getting back to normal in terms of 
activities for the club. The August general meeting will be 
devoted to preparation for the show. If you have never clerked 
for a show or would like a refresher, Betty will walk you 
through what needs to be done at 7pm before the meeting 
starts. As a clerk you will be part of the judging team and will 
record the decisions of the judges. Who knows, you may even 
be asked for your opinion. After a short business session, the 
show committee will walk us through what needs to be done to 
prepare for the show. Also, the website will give you lots of 
information about entering the show. Volunteers are 
always needed and a signup sheet will be available at the 
meeting. 

 
Another thing we are doing to prepare for the show is to hold a judges training class on 
Saturday, August 13. It will be held at the home of Wally Kurth. It starts at 9:30 am and 
will go to 2:30 pm. There will be a beginner’s class and a class for candidate, 
accredited and senior judges. Lunch will be served.  
 
The September general meeting will be a potluck dinner and will start a little earlier 
than usual. People are encouraged to bring a table arrangement. These will be judged 
by popular choice and a prize given. We will also have a parlour show at this meeting, 
there will be two categories; one for beginners and one for experienced exhibitors. 
Prizes will be given. For entertainment, there will be an opportunity for people to make 
up their own vases. Blooms and greens will be supplied. Bring your own vase if you 
wish to take your creation home with you. 

 
There are lots of exciting activities coming up. Stay tuned for more details and we will see 
you there.  Peter Krueger 
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Clerking Class 
 
August 17th at 7 p.m. The Next General Meeting. 
 
We are going to have a short clerking class prior to the August 17th meeting at 7 pm. 
This is for anyone who is new to clerking or anyone who would like a refresher prior to 
the show. 
 
If you are unable to attend, but would still like to clerk, please let Jennifer know 
at jjzuk@telus.net 
 

 

Vancouver Dahlia Society Annual Show 

September 3rd and 4th 2022 

 

After a two-year hiatus, we will finally have a full show in 2022! Everyone is probably a 
little rusty and has been frustrated by this late growing season, but blooms should be at 
their peak on the Labour Day weekend. The full show schedule is available 
at www.vancouverdahliasociety.ca and there will be paper copies at the August meeting. 

We are still looking for volunteers. Unfortunately, we have lost a few key volunteers in the 
last two years, and we understand that some people may not feel comfortable being in 
busy show setting. If you would like to find out more about volunteering please ask at the 
meeting or contact Betty at vancouverdahliasociety@gmail.com or Jennifer 
at jjzuk@telus.net 
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Northwest Dahlia Legacy Project 

Dahlia.wikidot.com has now been launched 

  

The Federation of Northwest Dahlia Growers (our umbrella organization) has recognized 
that we have an untapped wealth of knowledge and history in B.C., Washington and 
Oregon. A couple of years ago some visionary people thought we should have a 
repository where people could go and tap into this resource. The page was launched on 
July 30th and although it is still in its infancy there is a myriad of wonderful resources 
already posted. 

Thank you to Jean Sorensen who completed a great article on lifetime member Wayne 
Holland (originator of the Hy dahlias) and submitted it to the Legacy project. It can be 
found along with information about Tina McNabb, Bill Beer and other dahlia ‘hall of fame’ 
members on the page. Please go to dahlia.wikidot.com to read about the project 

Best In Show 

Does anyone remember the Vancouver shot film ‘Best in Show’ starring Eugene Levy. It 
is one of my favourite movies because I see so many similarities between the dogs and 
their handlers in the movie with dahlia growers and their flowers. We are going to have 
some fun at the August meeting discussing the plans for our annual show and comparing 
it to the film. 

In addition, Jennifer will be doing a demonstration on how to prepare your blooms for 
showing. All the supplies to stage your blooms will be available at the show and Jennifer 
will show everyone how to get your bloom from the bucket to the vase.  

Betty Girard 
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Dahlia Terminology by Wayne Holland 
 
You might feel resistant to, or overwhelmed by, technical terminology. I've heard it 
referred to as Botany Techno-Babble. However, there is no other way to communicate 
certain ideas, so here is a short, illustrated course, but just for BLOOM words. OK? 
 
REVOLUTE 
Cactus Dahlia petals must show Revolution. This means curved away from the midline of 
the petal, along its length. Sufficient revolution will create a tubular petal, which may be 
referred to as Fully Revolute or Quilled. Semi-cactus Dahlia petals are revolute for up to 
half their length. Straight or Incurved cactus types are revolute for more than half their 
length. No cactus type is required to be fully revolute, but it usually occurs, at least near 
the tips. Common understanding is that a real cactus must show quilling, so perhaps it is 
time to revise the official descriptions to require some degree of full revolution. Many 
Decorative types show a certain amount of revolution 
 
INVOLUTE 

This means curved towards the midline of the 
petal, along its length. Sufficient involution will 
create a tubular petal, which may be referred to 
as Fully Involute or Quilled. The Ball and Pompom 
Dahlias must have petals that are actually quilled 
for at least half their length. The Decorative 
category has many permissible characteristics 
and many Formal and Informal Decoratives show 
a lot of Involution, but not fully involute, especially 
not near the tips. The Orchid type Dahlias must 
show two thirds involution and at least one third 
fully involute. There are very few Double Orchids 
(classed as Novelty types) - none in current 
cultivation. 

 
REFLEXED 
Dahlia petals grow out of a fleshy 
supporting head that is supposed to grow 
and shape itself to carry the older petals at 
an increasingly rearward pointing angle. 
Thus, the petals are said to Reflex. The 
ideal for most types is that the petals will 
reflex back to touch the stem and form as 
globular a bloom as possible. This term is 
very poorly used and confused with 
Recurved in many publications. 

 
Hy Clown. Reflexed and Recurved 

Hy Tomato. MB Form. Petals Involute for  
more than half of their length  



 August 2022 Bulletin 3 
 

 

Questions? If you need to contact anyone on the executive, feel free to get 
in touch with us at: 

Email: vancouverdahliasociety@gmail.com 

A petal is Recurved when it CURVES away from the centre of the face of the bloom. 
Involute petals and flat petals may show a recurve. Revolute (Cactus) petals never 
recurve - I expect it is genetically impossible. Some Dahlias recurve so much that the 
petals overlap at the stem and form a complete hollow globe. 
 
INCURVED 
A petal is Incurved when it CURVES towards the center of the face of the bloom. Any 
style of petal may Incurve, but it is desirable only in a subsection of the Cactus type. The 
combination of fully revolute and Incurved petals forms a particularly light and delicate 
bloom. It is very difficult for Incurved petals to have sufficient Reflex to approach the stem 
and create blooms that are as deep as they are wide, but some do 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hy Mom AA IC. Petals Revolute, Incurved and Reflexed. 
 


