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Next Meeting: Wednesday October 20th at 7:30pm 
VanDusen Botanical Garden Floral Hall 

Digging and Dividing Your Tubers 

 

 

 

 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 
 
 

This year started much like last year. We continued meeting on zoom, getting to know many 
new dahlia enthusiasts from the region. We had a successful virtual tuber sale. By August 
we were informed that VanDusen would allow us to have a show and to start having in 
person meetings again, After much consideration, the show committee decided not to have 
a show at VanDusen this year because the covid restrictions we would have to follow would 
make it very difficult. Instead, a scaled down version was planned for the back yard of Betty 
and Frank Girard's home. It was more like our annual parlour show that we hold at the 
September general meeting. There were categories for experienced and novice exhibitors. 
There was great participation and prizes were awarded. We enjoyed Betty's dahlia garden 
and became acquainted with many new members that we had only seen on zoom. The 
only ADS sanctioned part of the show was the seedling bench category. Eight entries were 
submitted, keeping the judges very busy. 
 
We met for the first time this year at VanDusen for the September general meeting. It was a 
small but enthusiastic group. We have planned an in person meeting for October. The usual 
election of committee members will take place. We will also have a discussion about 
digging, dividing and storing tubers. There will be an opportunity for novice growers to 
practise dividing tubers under the supervision of experienced growers. 
 
If all goes as planned, we will have an in person tuber sale next year. Tina and Norm have 
faithfully led the charge in the past. Going forward, they need to step back a little and we are 
looking for a volunteer to lead the tuber sale committee in the coming year. 
 
Peter Krueger  
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Saturday September 4th 
2021 Seedling Bench Evaluation & Mini Show at the Girard’s 

 
 

Thank you to Betty and Frank Girard for hosting this event in early 
September. It was very well attended and having a chance to enjoy the 

garden and dahlias in the full bloom was a treat for all! 
 
 
Thank you to everyone who brought blooms and attended the mini show on September 4th. 
We had over 200 blooms on display including single entries, triple entries, seedlings, vases, 
baskets and arrangements. A special thank you to Sue and Evelyn who organized lunch 
and Frank at the BBQ. We really appreciated the hard work of Carole, Wally and Norm who 
judged the seedling bench and Jack who clerked for them. Thank you to Peter for his 
demonstration of baskets. And the rain held off just long enough! We hope to be back at 
VanDusen next year and have a full show. 
 
Jennifer, Richard and Betty 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Show Results 
 
Amateur and Open Best in Show Connie 
Young Davis with Clearview Edie, second 
to Jennifer Zuk with Hollyhill Black 
Beauty.  Best Eye Candy to Ken and 
Susan Birchmore with My Beverley 
 
Novice Best in Show Eric Young with 
Mary's Jomanda, second to Eric Young 
with Hollyhill Showtime. Best Eye Candy to 
Erica Pedersen with Bloomquist Blush. 
 
 

Connie Young Davis with Clearview Edie 
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Saturday September 4th 
2021 Seedling Bench Evaluation & Parlour Show Photographs 
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One of Canada’s foremost dahlia hybridizers, Wayne Holland is a VDS member 
who lives in the Okanagan. HY is the prefix of his dahlia introductions. Thank you 
Wayne for this timely article on saving dahlia seeds as we prepare the tubers for 
next season. 

Saving Dahlia Seeds  
By Wayne Holland 

 
Saving seeds is fun and growing them out to see what you have is fun. It is more 
fun if you have a goal in mind. Keith Hammett (NZ) says, “Without a goal, you are 
just playing lucky dip.” 
 

So let me tell you a story. Back in the late 60’s Bill Hoopfer 
was one of the VDS’s core members. He sent away to 
Australia (or New Zealand) for 
some seed. One seedling became 
JEAN M, named for his daughter. It 
was so dominant on the bench that 
VDS created a separate class for it 
so that other SMALLS (BB these 
days) would have a chance. 

Beautiful form. However I thought that the bronze colour 
was a bit dull so I set out to do some controlled 
pollination. I was away from Canada for a few years and 
not gardening. Even after I returned I didn’t garden for a 
while. 

 
By chance Ferncliff released 
Ferncliff Fantasy. Colour and 
more colour. I had my parents. 

 
I crossed both ways for 3 years 
before I got what I was after in 
1992. Hy Clown. Released after 
trial at Ferncliff 1995.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Hy Clown 
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I had kept stock of Jean M. At this point it was virused and 
most growers had discarded it. I kept it going. Last one 
dug. Last one divided. Systemic Cygon anti-aphid spray all 
year. I used it as seed parent, confident that the virus 
would not affect the seeds. Hy Vanessa came from a 
backcross of Hy Clown onto Jean M. You can see the 
refined petal lay of Jean M more fully expressed in Hy 
Vanessa than in Hy Clown. I still remember the day the first 
bloom was fully open. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

To control pollinate you need to protect 
your parents from the bees. The muslin 
bags that jeweller’s use are perfect. You 
can see into them and air flows freely.  

 
 
 

 
 
 

Wayne’s Original Pollination article in Dahlias of Today 1995. 
Revised 1996 & 2021 
 
Most of the large dahlia hybridizers let the bees do their pollinating for them, although they 
do tend to isolate and plant varieties of interest together. The benefits of this type of planting 
are many: 
 
• lots of seed. 
• no worry about compatibility. 
• no expensive hands-on care. 
 
The downside is that only one parent is known for certain, and in my experience I have also 
found a much lower proportion of double flowers. With hand pollination at least 50% of your 
resultant offspring can be double. Usually much more! 
 
The small home garden hybridizer just doesn't have room for a lot of poor seedlings. On the 
other hand he or she can provide the daily attention that will yield specific crosses for 
specific goals and a high proportion of double blooms. 
 
Examination of a dahlia bloom that has run out of petals will show the reproductive parts of 
interest to the hybridizer. Each of the many central disc parts is composed of tightly fused 
and unopened stigmas. These pick up the pollen bundles from anthers hidden inside of the 
capsule from which the stigmas emerge. These then shed the ripened pollen from the outer 

Hy Vanessa 
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sides of the fused structure, and, when the pollen is gone, the fused pair of parts opens, 
exposing the ripe stigmatic inner surfaces which are prepared to receive incoming pollen. 
This design ensures that self-pollination does not occur. There are other barriers to prevent 
pollen from the same flower or other flowers on the same plant from accomplishing 
pollination, but my experience has shown that, for some varieties at least, self-pollination 
between disc florets can happen. Luckily, foreign pollen from your deliberately chosen 
parent does seem to be more vigorous and will take precedence if it is compatible at all. 
 
To cross two dahlias is quite easy, but be prepared for the occasional failure, as some 
cultivars are very incompatible and also because you and I are not as skilled as bees. 
Furthermore, genetically related varieties are often so similar that nature's safeguards 
against self pollination, which are chemically or hormonally based, may operate to prevent 
pollen germination and drastically reduce fertility. Sometimes a reverse cross may succeed 
and it is worth a try, but pollen is not always readily available from some dahlias. Thus 
inbreeding or line breeding may produce few seeds. The usual advice to improve your 
chance of success is to use cultivars that have the characteristics that you desire, but are 
probably not related. However, do try any cross that suits you as you will often get some 
seeds. 
 
Four or five attempted crosses should yield two or three seed heads with up to a dozen 
seeds each, and since a small grower has limited garden space, that is enough. Seed from 
a good year's crosses will last for at least two years; some growers believe seed often 
germinates better in subsequent years. 
Choose your seed parents carefully and with a specific goal in mind. Remember to include 
such things as tuber quality, disease resistance and foliage characteristics and colour as 
you screen potential seed parents. If you are working to improve ball dahlias, start with good 
ball dahlia parents. Don't use inferior varieties and hope to get good results. It's best for the 
small gardener to work to improve one area of dahlias rather than using a shotgun 
approach. 
 
Observation will show that some dahlias produce lots of pollen and some produce hardly 
any, so choose accordingly. 
 
As a pollen bearing (male) parent starts to show its center, cut it with a decent stem and 
carefully pluck off all petals. Put it in fresh water in a cool window and wait for lots of good 
dry pollen to form. Or cover it with a muslin bag and leave it on the plant. The female bloom 
that is to receive the pollen must be selected as its center opens, but before any of the fused 
disc florets have separated and been pollinated. Carefully pluck off all the petals (Be sure to 
get ALL of the petal!) and cover the future seed head with a muslin bag. 
 
Now for the actual hybridization. When the hooded female has developed a good number of 
opened stigmas, remove the hood and simply, but gently, push the pollen laden male bloom 
into the ready stigmas. Brush gently and slowly in several directions. Cover again at once. 
Repeat, at least daily, until the stigmas begin to brown and shrivel. I have better success this 
way than using a brush, but others prefer that. At this time it is a good idea to spray some 
fungicide into the seed head to prevent rot. Very careful petal plucking will reduce potential 
vegetative tissue parts, but so much pollen will have been added by your efforts that rot is 
always a danger. Many people "milk" the pod to squeeze out excess fluids and decaying 
pollen. Leave covered for 3 or 4 more weeks (or as long as possible if late in the season) 
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and then cut with a stem and bring indoors to a bright location. The seed head is definitely 
harvestable when it has turned from green to straw coloured. Leave in water if you think that 
more time is needed to ripen the seeds. Eventually the seed pod will dry and can be gently 
taken apart to find the seeds. They will be dark grey or black and of various thicknesses and 
widths. Keep them all! Cool and dry is best. An envelope is a good storage container. Label 
it with the female parent listed first, and the pollen parent(s) second. Perhaps more than one 
possible pollen parent was used if you needed the pollen or wanted to improve your chance 
of success 
. 
Planting in mid March is early enough. Transplant the fairly large seedlings soon after they 
germinate into individual small pots or multiple containers. Then later into larger pots as 
required. Grow them as COOL AND BRIGHT as you can to keep them stocky and move 
them out into a coldframe by mid May. In early June they can be planted out 18" apart in 
rows with posts at each end and twine for support in between. Don't stop them! Don't over 
fertilize them! Let them grow straight up and bloom. Cull open centered or undesirable 
plants as soon as you can bring yourself to do so to give the better ones more space and 
light to make tubers. Varieties that survive should have the side branches disbudded in the 
usual way so that further decisions about bloom quality and competitiveness may be made. 
A cross that yields good results can be repeated in other years, since you are in control - not 
the bees. Good luck ! Definitely a part of it all, but the rich genetic tapestry of the dahlia 
saves its best rewards for careful choice based on intelligent observation 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hy Vanessa Seedling 2021 
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August General Meeting Photos 
 

August 18th marked the first day in well over a year that VDS members had a chance to attend a 
dahlia meeting in person. It was a splendid evening to chat will friends and enjoy Jennifer and 

Richard Zuk’s spectacular dahlia beds. Moving forward, August may be a great month for 
outdoor/in garden meetings! 

Thank you Jennifer and Richard for hosting this lovely dahlia meeting. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Belle of the Ball 

Lemon Drops 

Connie Pei Yang 
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Questions? If you need to contact anyone on the executive, feel free to get 
in touch with us at: 

Email: vancouverdahliasociety@gmail.com 

Welcome New Members! 
 

Seanna McConnell 

Jennifer Moss 

Linda Carmano 

Laura Mathews 

Diane Collis 

Jean Sorenson 

Rebecca MacDonald 

Chris Donovan 

Jennifer Moss 
 

Susan Gibbons 
 

Taru Korrensuo 
 

Jacqueline Clark 
 

Laura Gallant 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
	

Misty Imagination 
Photo by Maria Mack 

 


