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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

Who would have thought that our zoom 
meetings would be so successful? Last month 
was the second meeting where we had forty 
people attend. And not only that, but we had 
two visitors from the Central States Dahlia 
Society (near Chicago in the US). It was 
interesting to learn how things were over 
there. The temperature was still below 
freezing while we were talking about planting. 
It seems that it is essential to start tubers 
indoors there in order to get decent growth 
over the season (very similar to the conditions 
in Alberta). We had 13 new faces at the zoom 
meeting. Many of them had signed up for 
membership at our tuber sale. Seventeen new 
members signed up at the tuber sale. Most of 
these are young people who are scattered 
over the lower mainland and would not 
normally have been able to attend an in 
person meeting. It led to a lively and 
informative conversation on the subject of 
planting. 

 
 

Following the Covid news can lead to mental whiplash! One day the government is 
closing the roads to all non-essential travel and the next day they are promising enough 
vaccines to inoculate everyone by the end of May. Why do I follow the Covid news? Well, 
I'm still hoping that we can have some kind of a show this year. The Federation of 
Northwest Dahlia Growers has put off publishing the Dahlia Annual (the booklet that 
publishes the show schedules for the clubs in BC, Washington State and Oregon) in the 
hope that we will have a clearer picture in June. It is possible that many US clubs will be 
able to have their shows because they are ahead of us in vaccinations. Should we not 
have a show this year, I will miss the ADS section the most. I have several seedlings that 
I would like to register this year. Perhaps I can persuade the "powers that be" to allow 
three judges to evaluate my seedlings in the garden. 
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The next VDS Zoom meeting date is Wednesday May 19th at 7:30pm. Experienced 
growers will be available to answer questions. An invitation to join will be sent out to 

all members a few days before the meeting. 

 
 
 
We have just had another successful virtual tuber sale. The first week of the sale was 
open only to members. The week after, it was open to the general public. Some sellers 
sold out very quickly as there was a huge demand for tubers this year. We see this in the 
garden stores generally (try to get Sea Soil!) 
 
A great big thank you goes out to all the sellers who made the sale a success. Thank you 
also to those sellers who donated part of their proceeds to the club. This was not a 
requirement but much appreciated. A very special thank you to Frank and Betty Girard 
who handled the computer side of the sale. Without you we could not have done it.  
 
I look forward to our next Zoom meeting. It is so exciting to see a younger generation 
interested in dahlia growing. All dahlia questions are welcome. 
 
 
Peter Krueger 
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ADS Dahlia University 

The American Dahlia Society has a great educational component on their website. The ADS 
Dahlia University is worth a visit as it has an abundance of information for all levels of dahlia 
growers. Here is a section of Grooming Your Dahlias.   

 

	

Grooming Your Dahlias  

First let’s look at the anatomy of a dahlia plant and define the 
terms to be used in this lesson. Please reference the rather 
silly, but hopefully instructional image.	 

The main stalk/stem (1) emanates directly from the tuber 
(from an eye).  

The first pair of leaves (2) above the ground are called the 
cotyledon leaves. When counting leaf pairs do not count this 
pair. If desired, you may remove these leaves to increase air 
circulation and to make it easier to see where the stem is 
coming out of the ground.  

Other leaves will develop in pairs (3), opposite each other, throughout the plant. Notice that 
leaves come out of the main stem, or a lateral/branch, at about a 45-90 degree angle. (The 
leaf pairs will alternate. If the lowest pair is oriented east-west the next pair up the stem or 
lateral/branch will be oriented north- south. This is not reflected in the picture.)  

If allowed to grow, a terminal bud (4) will develop atop the main stem, in the center of the 
plant.  

Laterals/branches (5) grow from the main stem or other laterals/branches.  

Buds (6) develop in fives - three on the ends of your laterals along with two more buds at 
the next lower leaf pair.  

Some dahlia growers begin their grooming right when the main stem(s) comes from the 
tuber eye(s), by allowing only one stem to remain. This forces all the energy to one main 
stem. Other growers allow multiple main stems if the tuber provides them.  

Grooming is best done in the morning or evening when the plants are crisp with moisture. It 
will be easier to break out unwanted parts of the plant, and the breaks will be cleaner. If 
unwanted parts of the plants do not break off easily and you use scissors or even your 
thumbnail to remove them, be sure to sterilize your tool between plants to avoid transferring  
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any possible virus from plant to plant.  

There are three major pruning activities for dahlias. This author recommends that all 
growers top and disbud their plants. Disbranching is a little more advanced and you can 
choose how much you want to do.  

Topping - As the plant grows it will produce a bud at the top of the main stem. You do not 
want to allow this single early flower. It will delay the development of your laterals; and 
hence, all your other blooms. To avoid the terminal bloom, count your leaf pairs above the 
cotyledon leaves, and following guideline below, pinch out the center of the plant above the 
leaves to be kept, leaving the laterals just above the highest leaf pair. Don’t delay in topping 
your plants - when you are at the appropriate number of leaf pairs, top the plant.  

Guideline for topping the plants:  

For AA and A dahlia sizes keep 2-3 leaf pairs on main stem. 

For all other sizes keep 3-4 leaf pairs on the main stem. 

Important Note-Only top a plant once.  

Disbudding – Dahlias produce (almost always) three buds at the end of a branch along 
with two more buds at the next lower leaf pair. Remove the outer two buds of the set of 
three and also the two below; thus, saving only one flower of the group of five. For a longer 
stem, remove one or two pairs of laterals going down the stem. Don’t remove the leaves!  

Disbranching – is done for several reasons: to cause larger blooms on large varieties; to 
control the size and shape of the plant; and, to open the plant up for better air circulation.  

As the laterals grow some can be removed, thus limiting the number of blooms. Show flower 
growers will only allow 3-4 blooms on large varieties (AA, A, B) and 5-6 on medium sized 
(BB, M, and Ball) varieties. Break off or nip with scissors each lateral you don’t want. 
Remove the lateral as close to the stem as possible. This is best done in the morning or 
evening when the plants are crisp with moisture – the break will be easier to make and 
cleaner. If you use scissors or even your thumbnail to dig out the lateral, be sure to sterilize 
your tool between plants to help avoid transferring virus from plant to plant.  

ADS University courses are written by dahlia enthusiasts, not necessarily scientists or horticulturalists. These enthusiasts 
are pleased to share their experience and best practices with you. Please keep in mind that there are a variety of opinions 
in the dahlia community and that different solutions and procedures work in different circumstances and locales. We urge 
you to participate in a local society where you will meet great growers with knowledge of growing dahlias in your area...and 
you’ll have fun!  

©Copyright American Dahlia Society, all rights reserve 
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Celebrating the Life of John Menzel 

Dahlia Grower from Australia 
 
Thank you Wayne Holland for this wonderful celebration of John Menzel and his immense 
contribution and ability to connect dahlias and dahlia folks across the continents. Wayne is a 
life member of the Vancouver Dahlia Society, is the originator of HY dahlias and lives in 
Naramata, BC. 
 

John was a huge 
presence in the dahlia 
world. He spent a 
significant portion of his 
life giving talks promoting 
the dahlia. 

 
 

He organized groups, 
wrote books and he 
propagated many 
varieties. 
One of his greatest 
achievements was to bring 
all the dahlia societies 
across Australia together 
in what is now the Dahlia 
Society of Australia, of 
which he has been 
president since inception. 
To help all, he wrote a 

book titled Dahlias in Australia: The Winkie Way,  
sharing his forty years of growing experience with all. 
He also propagated stunning new varieties that we all grow today. Especially that 
granddaddy of them all Winkie Colonel.  
http://www.dahliasaustralia.org.au/ 
 Dwight King, President Dahlia Society of Victoria 
 
 
 
Next section is written by Wayne Holland. Wayne and John are in the picture above. Wayne has the glasses on and John 
has the Aussie hat and beard. 
 
 
I met John several months after the horror of 911. I was ADS webmaster at that time and 
was there to speak at the Long Island Convention which did proceed 3 days later on Sept 
14. A blessed day of normal life amidst the chaos. In spring 2002 we were invited to travel 
to Australia with friends. My wife was not up to it but encouraged me to go and meet online 
dahlia friends. So I did.  
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Landing in Melbourne we rented a vehicle and immediately headed out onto the Great 
Ocean Road along the South coast of Australia. Arriving in Adelaide, then inland along the 
Murray River to Berri. A few more kilometres brought us to John and Anne Menzel’s 
‘Winkie’. The next day my friends continued their trip, leaving me with John. I spent a week 
there and we talked about many dahlia ideas that we had conceived separately and many 
connections were made. Our lifelong friendship was launched and based on mutual 
interests  

 
John has adapted a pulse watering system to grow dahlias in a dry, hostile area with severe 
water restrictions. He also has invented a ‘bee guidance’ technique where plants of interest 
for breeding are planted in rows separated by curtains right up to the overhead shade-cloth 
covering. The rows are open at each end to allow bees to travel along and pollinate the 
selected  

 
 
 
 
Results of the 2019 South Australia Open Dahlia Championship 
 
 
 
 

Top – Top- Hillview Iceberg 
Centre - Winkie Volcano - Northlake Heritage - Winkie Volcano 
Front - Kotare Buttermilk - Light Accord - Devon Citation - Light 
Accord - Kotare Buttermilk                                                                  

The Joan Matulick Championship 
 

Top - Winkie Maverick 
Centre - Kotare Buttermilk - Kotare Buttermilk 
Front - Devon Mystique - Judith Taylor - Devon 
Mystique 
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Grand Champion Winkie Volcano                                                                 Reserve Grand Champion - Winkie Moorpark  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Our other Section Champions 
Medium Cactus - Light Accord 
Small Cactus - Winkie Moorpark 
Small Decorative - Formby Delight 
Miniature Decorative - Winkie Wisteria 
Fimbriated - Winkie Volcano 
Waterlily - Cameo 
Incurved Cactus - Winkie Paddlewheel                                            
 
Pompon - Miwong 
Ball - Glenmarc Burns 
Seedling - Small Decorative A 
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Follow VANCOUVER DAHLIA SOCIETY on Instagram and Facebook 
 

Both Facebook and Instagram accounts can be found under VancouverDahliaSociety or accessed 
at our website vancouverdahliasociety.com on the homepage. 
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I described John to the ADS executive and they invited him to speak at an upcoming ADS 
National and he was absolutely delighted to get the invitation and to travel to the USA. 
 
He sent some seed and I managed to get a few released via Ferncliff using the prefix 
‘CANOZ’ (Canada & OZland). The best known is Canoz Anne, photo shown below, named 
after John’s wife. She loved it and 
remarked, “Why did you have to give him 
THAT seed?” 
 
There is no Winkie Menzel (yet) but I am 
hoping his mates will grow some of his 
legacy seed and find the perfect candidate. 
 
Here is a YouTube video. Winkie Volcano is 
about 32 minutes in. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_grgVuSIQ_E 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Canoz Anne 



 
9 

 May 2021 Bulletin 2 

 
Five Questions for an 
Experienced Dahlia Grower 

Thank you Jennifer Zuk for taking the 
time to answer this month’s ‘Five Questions’. 

Jennifer and her husband Rick have been with 
the Vancouver Dahlia Society since 1987. Their 
list of contributions to the club is incredibly long 
and VDS is very lucky to have this power dahlia 
couple as members! 

1.  When were you first introduced 
to dahlias? 
	
When my husband and I first got married we 
moved into one floor of an old three story 

renovated house around Commercial and 
Broadway. For a slight reduction in rent we 
agreed to maintain the lawn and planted a small row of dahlias by the front gate. It wasn’t 
until we bought our first home in the early 80’s that we had any significant space to garden. 
Rick was working at Philips Electronics and one day Phil Reeves (of Phil Reeves medal 
fame) walked into the office with a bouquet of Ruthie G for a friend who worked there. He 
brought one home for me and I had no idea that the waterlily form was a dahlia. I knew 
Mildred Wells (a founding member of the VDS) from floral art connections and she 
mentioned that the club had a tuber sale every spring. I signed up and experienced my first 
sale. It outdid the old Woodward’s $1.49 sale for fun and excitement! It didn’t take too many 
years for me to get more and more involved with dahlias.  
  
2. What is your favourite dahlia form? 
Truly, I love them all!  The decorative, ball, mini ball and poms are so perfectly formed and 
last well on the plant and in a vase. Semi-cactus, cactus and incurve cactus, with their star-
like appearance are eye-popping and laciniates are unbelievable in their shagginess. 
Stellars are a relatively new form and a good one is striking. Waterlily types may edge out 
the other forms as a favourite. They have a light airiness and are great for floral design. And 
of course the other types, with open centres are bee magnets and we all need more bees! 
Basically I haven’t met a dahlia I didn’t like.  
 
 
 
3. How many varieties of dahlias do you 
plan to grow this year? 
I grow between 175 and 200 plants, lots of “one 
of’s” but I try to grow 2-4 each of varieties that 
show well. Every year I plant the varieties I get at 
the tuber sale in my raised beds which are the 

prime spots in my yard.  

Jennifer with dahlias from her garden. 

Celebration dahlias from Betty Girard and 
Jennifer’s gardens. 
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 4. What type of staking do you use for your dahlias? 
Over the years I’ve accumulated a variety of stakes-some wood, rebar, aluminum and Lee 
Valley’s coated metal.  
 
 
5. Do you prefer judging or showing dahlias? 
You start with showing and very soon you realize that by learning to judge the “ perfect 
dahlia” it helps you show more successfully. The more you show, the better you judge and 
the more you judge, the better you show. I feel judging and showing are intrinsically linked.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Current Vancouver Dahlia Society Executive 
 

President - Peter Krueger 
Vice President  

Secretary - Ann Field 
Treasurer - Jack Duncan 

Past President - Norm Sharp 
Directors - Richard Zuk, Wally Kurth, Susan Birchmore, Ken Birchmore 

Publicity - Evelyn Crawford 
Food Services 

Awards - Robin Anderson 
Bulletin Editor - Susie Sziklai 
Membership - Betty Girard 

Facebook and Instagram - Susie Sziklai 
Webmaster – Frank Girard 

 
 
 
 
 

Welcome New Members 
 

Erin Hobson 
 

Valerie Simmons 
 

Rick Taylor 
 

Anne Houseman 
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Questions? If you need to contact anyone on the executive, feel free to get in 
touch with us at: 

Email: vancouverdahliasociety@gmail.com 
 

VDS mailing address: 
VDS c/o Betty Girard 

4588 Maysfield Crescent 
Langley, BC 

V3A 4M1 
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Sharon Kincaid 

 
Cheryl LaVelle 

 
Victoria Wellwood 

 
Melissa Cook 

 
Lorna and Vida Grace 

 
Anne Kenny 

 
Shelley Laird 

 
Cam Laird 

 
Grant Nataros 

 
Echo Zhang 

 
May Pong 

 
Susan Crawford 

 
Donna Cehelnycky 

 
Jill Hopkins 

 
Louisa McClellan 

 
Lorraine Kozar 

 
Danny Thorson 

 
Jenny Franks 

 
Susan Gibbons 

 
 
 
 
 


