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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

 
Another dahlia year has come and gone. We began the year with such optimism, 
expecting a year like any other. Then Covid 19 hit. The first thing to go was the monthly 
meetings when VanDusen closed the Floral Hall. Then the tuber sale was cancelled. We 
waited anxiously for the Floral Hall to be opened again so we could have our annual 
show. Then came the news that all activities would be cancelled to the end of the year.  
 
What should we do with the tubers that we had prepared for the sale? We went online 
and the VDS website was set up to sell our tubers virtually. Over $1,000 was raised for 
the club in this way. Would our show be a complete bust and would we not have an 
opportunity to show off our blooms this year? Once again Frank Girard came to the 
rescue and set up a virtual show on our website. Frank, you are our hero!!! My fingers 
and toes are crossed that we will have a normal dahlia year next year. 

 
There have been no meetings of the executive committee this year except the original 
one in February. Decisions on club business have been made via email. Because of the 
challenges involved in holding our annual election, it has been decided to carry over the 
executive committee as is for another year.  
 
As an alternative to our monthly, in person meetings, we have been meeting via zoom. 
There have been an average of 15 participants and that includes people from the Fraser 
Valley Dahlia Society, people from farther away who would otherwise not be able to 
attend and first time members. Membership fees for our club have been waived for the 
next year. It is not known if the ADS or the Federation will do the same. 
 
All ADS and Federation sanctioned events have been cancelled this year. It will be as 
though this year has never been. All schedules made for this year will be followed next 
year. The trial gardens have been judged because they had already been planted before 
the cancellations. The results will be published in the  
ADS Bulletin. No seedling awards will be given this year. 
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Next Zoom Meeting: Wednesday October 21st at 7:30pm 
Email with log in information will be sent a few days prior to the meeting. People can 

join by computer or phone. 

 
My concern at the beginning of the year was that we would not be able to share our 
blooms. Fortunately, the zoom meetings have been a wonderful platform to share blooms 
and many have participated. On top of that, we had the virtual show where we could enter 
pictures of our blooms. This way, people from across the continent could view our blooms 
because the ADS included a link to our show on their website. We could also follow links 
to virtual shows of other clubs. 

 
Wednesday, October 21 will be our last zoom meeting of the year. It will be in the usual 
format where we will discuss issues important to the club and give each person the 
opportunity to show their blooms and ask questions. The focus will be on digging, dividing 
and storing tubers. In the past this has led to lively information sharing and just good 
conversation. See you there.  

 

Peter Krueger 
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Five Questions for an Experienced Dahlia Grower 

Thank you Betty Girard for taking the time to 
answer this months Five Questions. Betty takes 
care of many positions within the Vancouver 
Dahlia Society including keeping dahlia folks 
connected through the Membership portfolio. 
Betty and her husband Frank live on a lovely 
property in Langley that is full of show ready 
dahlias. The photos of the attached dahlias 
were taken at Betty’s home. Along with growing 
and showing at Dahlia Shows, Betty is also an 
Accredited Senior Dahlia Judge.  

 

1. Where were you first introduced to the dahlia? 
Unlike many growers who grew up in gardening families, my parents were 
atrocious gardeners. I didn’t think anything of it at the time, but when I 
think back to our front yard with its long grass and overgrown flower beds 
we must have been the talk of the neighbourhood. When Frank and I 
bought our first house in 1985, a fellow Frank worked with gave me a 
couple of tubers, and then came back and helped me divide them in the 
fall. I was hooked! The VDS used to maintain a beautiful display at the 
PNE and I joined the club at their booth in the early 1990’s. 
 
 
 

2. What is your favourite dahlia form? 
I am drawn to the informal decorative form. I have always believed that in 
gardening there are no straight lines and I love the subtle twists and turns 
of informal dec ray florets. They aren’t one of the more common forms of 
dahlias, but whether they are a Miniature or an AA I find them 
mesmerizing. 
 

 
3. Do you prefer judging or showing dahlias? 
That is a hard one to answer, probably a little of both. However, 
this summer has reminded me about what brought me joy in 
dahlia growing before I ever showed or judged. For the last many 
years, nothing would get cut other than for shows until after the 
last show of the season. This year I rediscovered the joy of just 
going out and cutting a bouquet, either for myself, family, 
neighbour or a friend. I was able to surprise an elderly couple who 
used to grow dahlias with two large buckets of show quality 
dahlias. They have been ‘locked up’ all summer in their senior’s 
facility and they snuck out to the sidewalk to get the flowers. I 

experienced great joy in watching their excitement as they 
loaded the blooms onto Virginia’s walker to take back in and 
show the other residents. 

Betty visiting Swan Island 
Dahlias in Canby Oregon 

 
 

Hollyhill Black Beauty 
ADS 3107 BB ID DR 2012 

Kennedy USA 
 

Ruskin Andrea 
ADS 3208 BB SC L 2005 

Pennington UK 
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4. What is your most memorable dahlia show? 

VDS hosted the national show in 1996. I am told that it was the biggest show that had ever been 
held in the history of the American Dahlia Society at the time. I was a novice grower with no showing 
experience and I remember walking up and down long tables of dahlias and just being blown away. 

 
 
 
 
5. What is your favourite dahlia? 
That is probably the hardest question. I am terrible for being 
drawn to the latest and the showiest flowers whether they are 
vigourous growers, good tuber makers or not.   But most 
important for me are my sentimental favourites. For me that 
would be Wyn’s Sleepyhead A ID Y. I first saw it in Walt and 
Cory Wynne’s garden in Ferndale when it was a second or third 
year seedling. They introduced it in 2010 and Cory named it 
Sleepyhead because it closes up in the evening like a waterlily 
will. Walt died tragically in a house fire in 2013. Over the years 
my stock of it had really deteriorated and I hadn’t had a good 
bloom for the last two summers. Luckily this year Evelyn shared 
some wonderful stock with me and I have had gorgeous blooms 
that remind me of the Wynne’s incredible garden. 
 
 
 
  
 
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Wyn’s Sleepyhead 
ADS 1102 A ID Y 2010 

(Wynne USA) 

Dahlia Stand in Langley 
New VDS members Emma and Grant keep this sweet 

stand in the Murrayville neighbourhood in Langley 
stocked with dahlia bouquets through the growing 

season. 
 

What a lovely way to offer fresh dahlias to the public. 
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Western Association of Floral Art Clubs Virtual Art Show 
Register by October 15 2020! 

 
 
 
 
The Western Association of Floral Art Clubs 

 
is very excited to be hosting their first virtual floral art show and would like to invite 

members of your club to participate. 

 
Attached is the information on the show and 

 
how to enter. Deadlines: Register for the show Oct 15, 2020. Submission of photos 

and information on your completed design & information Oct 25th, 2020. 

Western Association of Floral Art Clubs. Website: https://wafac.weebly.com 

 
 

Show Chairperson: Ann Peters. Email: annp2212@gmail.com 
 

Tel. 604-581-7189 
 

Thank you very much for your help. We are 
 

looking forward to having entries from many different clubs! 
 

 
Rhonda Malyuk 

 

Show Committee Member, WAFAC 
 
 

President, BC Floral Art Society 
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Follow VANCOUVER DAHLIA SOCIETY on Instagram and Facebook 
 

Both Facebook and Instagram accounts can be found under VancouverDahliaSociety or accessed 
at our website vancouverdahliasociety.com on the homepage. 

 
 
 

Vancouver Dahlia Society 2020 Virtual Show Photo Contest Winner 
 

 
Thank you to everyone who sent photos in to our virtual show. We had 

over 300 entries! Congratulations to Maria MacKenzie who won the random 
draw for $100 with her picture of K-Andy shown below. 

 
If you haven't had a chance to view the show you can go to 

www.vancouverdahliasociety.com and click on the link on the home page. 
Also, there is a link to our show and other online shows at www.dahlia.org 

 
VDS Show Committee 
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Questions? If you need to contact anyone on the executive, feel free to get 
in touch with us at: 

Email: vancouverdahliasociety@gmail.com 

 
  
VDS Member Chantal’s Summer 2020 Wedding 
 
 

As per the norm for this unprecedented year, 
Chantal and Malik’s wedding plans changed 
dramatically from what was meant to be a 250-
person, 2 day Pakistani wedding to an intimate 
15-person backyard wedding. Chantal grew a 
small portion of dahlias for the special day, but 
the majority of blooms were very kindly gifted to 
the wedding by VDS members Betty Girard and 
Jennifer Zuk. As the photos show the day was 
filled with blooms and blue skies. Thank you 
Chantal and Malik for sharing your photos from 
this special day and congratulations! 
 

 
 
 

 
 


