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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
 
Who would have thought, when we had our October general meeting, that it would be the last 
time we would meet for a while and that the year would turn out as it has? VanDusen has 
cancelled all meetings, at least to the end of June and who knows what will happen after 
that? We were unable to have our annual tuber sale and our show is in doubt. The National 
Show has already been cancelled as well as the Fraser Valley Show. We need to see if 
VanDusen will allow us to hold our show and then we need to determine if we can do it in a 
social distancing way. At the moment, the international borders are closed to nonessential 
travel so we may not have participants from the US if our show does take place. At the 
moment it is a waiting game but we will let you know when a decision is made.  
 
Although we did not have a tuber sale in the usual manner, we did have a virtual sale. A few 
members decided to set up our website so we could advertise our tubers on the internet. This 
seems to have been a very successful venture as many of us have been able to sell our 
tubers and others have been able to purchase tubers. While sellers were not obligated to 
share their profits with the club, approximately $1,100.00 has been donated. A very special 
thank you to all those who made this happen.  
 
By all accounts, our gardens should be amazing this year, considering all the extra time and 
energy we have had to devote to them. I, myself, have planted around 1,500 seedlings and 
2022 should be a bumper crop of new introductions. Let's hope we have opportunities to 
share our gardens with others. 
 
 

 
Peter Krueger 
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Follow VANCOUVER DAHLIA SOCIETY on Instagram and Facebook 
 

Both Facebook and Instagram accounts can be found under VancouverDahliaSociety or accessed 
at our website vancouverdahliasociety.com on the homepage. 

 
               B.C. Council of Garden Clubs AGM April 6, 2020. Report by Betty Girard 

 
 As with so many other things this spring, the 2020 B.C. Council AGM was cancelled and 
a virtual meeting occurred. The AGM report and budget were made available to voting 
delegates for review prior to voting. 
The Scholarship Committee has proposed a fairly major change to the management of 
the fund. In the past the Council has paid the administrative fees to the Vancity 
Foundation. As the fund has grown, so have the fees to the point where 69% of the 
annual B.C. Council operating budget is taken up by the fees. The Council has proposed 
that these fees be paid by the fund itself. The results of the vote will be tabulated and 
communicated.  
And speaking of the scholarship fund, donations are the lowest they have been in the last 
five years and the scholarship committee is worried that there will be even less donated 
as the various clubs have had to cancel their usual spring fundraising activities. They ask 
that everyone consider a donation to the fund. Supporting horticultural students is even 
more important in these uncertain times as they are our future for food security. Eleven 
institutions granted BC Council scholarships in 2019 ranging from $800 to $1100.  
The Council is hoping to hold a fall meeting and elections in person and continue the 
planning on Growing a Legacy. 
  
Betty Girard 
VDS Delegate 

 
 
 
 

 
Accordionist and long-time member of VDS, Barbara Ann 
Martindale, can be seen every evening at 7:00 marching 
her street playing her accordion.  She is doing it to honor 
all the medical professionals and people who are deemed 
essential services.  She is boosting the spirits of all her 
neighbours as well. 
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Great Additions to your Dahlia Reading! 
Dahlias of Today & Dahlias: A Monthly Guide  
 

VDS has purchased a limited number of the 2020 Dahlias of Today and 
Dahlias:  
A Monthly Guide. If you would like to purchase a copy and have it mailed  
out please email Betty at vdsmembership@telus.net. Dahlias of Today are 
$17.00 and The Monthly Guides are $6.50 each. You can pay by cheque or 
etransfer. 
 
Congratulations to Susie Sziklai. Susie recently contributed an article to the 
2020 Dahlias of Today entitled 
Getting Your Dahlia in the Classification Book. It is a very  
informative article outlining the options a grower has for getting their  
new originations recognized by the American Dahlia Society and getting  
them published in the classification book. Well done Susie! 
 
 
Betty Girard 

 
  
 
 

Introduction to Semi-Cactus (SC) and Straight Cactus (C) Dahlia Forms 

Semi-Cactus Dahlias: Petals broad at base, straight or incurved, and reflex toward the stem in uniform 
arrangement.  

Straight Cactus Dahlias: Petals narrow at base, straight, uniform in length and reflex toward the stem, 
radiating uniformly from the center. From the ADS Classification and Handbook of Dahlias 

 
 

Embrace is a Semi-Cactus dahlia 
ADS Classification 3211 BB SC BR 1999 

Aitara Caress is a Straight Cactus dahlia 
ADS Classification 3310 BB C LB 2003 



 

 
Five Questions for an Experienced Dahlia Grower 

Thank you Daniel Ng for taking the time to answer this month’s ‘Five 
Questions’. 

Daniel has been a Vancouver Dahlia Society member for five years. In 
that short time and as a novice he won the most coveted prize at the 
2019 Vancouver Dahlia Show, ‘Best In Show’ with Embrace, a bronze 
semi-cactus. 

1.  What is your gardening background? 
	

In the 1990's my front yard was the eye sore of the block.  I started gardening with the clearing of the weeds under the 
guidance from my elderly neighbour Bob.  My learning soon turned to books, and more books.  My horticultural 
interests constantly drifts from big (cluster) flowers to strongly fragrant flowers to seed growing and now competition. 

                
     2. What is your favourite dahlia form? 

 
My favourite forms are semi-cactus & straight cactus.  It is not just the 
distinctive look but also the feel that appeals to me.  I like bouncing the 
cactuses in my palm. 

                               
             3. How many dahlias do you grow? 

 
I live in Vancouver on a typical 33x120 feet lot.  I grow in clay soil well 
amended with much humus from years of gardening.  My dahlia plot is 6 
feet by 20 feet -- 4 to 6 plants per row, for 15 rows.  I plan to grow about 
40 different cultivars for a total of about 80 dahlia plants. 

 
 4. What are you goals at the Vancouver Dahlia Society? 

 
My dahlia goals, in order, are: 1. Name my own dahlia. 2. Win best triple in show. 3. Be asked by Norm to 

compete in Open. 4. Win best single in show. 
 

5. How did you grow your 2019 show winning Embrace? 
I do not top Embrace as lateral branches grow on their own.  
I do not disbranch to maintain the prescribed 8 (4 pairs) laterals. 
I do not remove the bottom leaves to improve air circulation as I do not have mildew until mid October. 
I do disbud as I do cut ALL blooms as they reach show quality. 
 
April, before planting, I soak one bag of alfalfa horse feed and spread onto my plot, then cover with soil. 
Mid-May, I apply one teaspoon per plant of 19-19-19 mixed with calcium nitrate 15-0-0. 
Mid-June, one teaspoon per plant of 19-19-19. 
Mid-July, if plant is about to bud, one teaspoon of 19-19-19 mixed with treble super phosphate 0-45-0, otherwise just 
19-19-19. 
August, weekly until Fraser Valley Show, skipping pelletized fertilizer week, 4 liters per plant of 25% concentration of 
water soluble 15-30-15. 
Mid-August. one teaspoon of 19-19-19 mixed with treble super phosphate 0-45-0. 
Mid-September, half teaspoon per plant of sulphate of potash 0-0-52. 
November, I plan to dig.	
 



 

 
The Online VDS Tuber Sale  

 
When VanDusen was closed and we realized we would not be 
able to have a tuber sale there was a mad scramble to see how 
we could safely connect club members and the public with the 
growers. 
A lot of brainstorming occurred via email and several ideas came 
up. The first thought was some sort of tuber pack and distribution 
but that would be difficult to do while maintaining physical 
distancing. Setting up an online store wasn’t feasible on our 
website, mainly due to issues of keeping an accurate inventory 
from many sources. 
We agreed on creating a grower listing. The main issue was that 
we did not want to post people’s private emails on the VDS 
website, so we created a ‘contact this seller’ button that 
generated a form that people could complete and send to the 
grower of their choice. Then it would be up to the buyer and seller to decide on their order and how to 
safely complete the transaction. 
 
Seven growers stepped up, with locations from Vancouver to Chilliwack as well as Lund and Victoria. 
Each grower provided photos of their best sellers to add to the site. Many people planned driveway 
pickups or deliveries. Canada Post has a prepaid box that holds about 15 tubers and many of the 
growers shipped across Canada to as far away as Nova Scotia. They had a couple of requests from 
outside Canada that they had to decline.   
Although the tuber sale is a major fundraiser for the VDS as half of the proceeds go to the club, this 
was not the goal of this year’s sale. We just wanted people to have access to tubers. The growers 
have been very generous and donated some of their proceeds back to the club. We have received 
over $1100 in donations from their sales. 

The online store was open to club members for the first week, 
and then the links on our Facebook and Instagram accounts and 
home page went live for the public. The public sent almost 100 
requests to growers on the first day of the sale, and they 
continued to trickle in for over 200 requests by the time the sale 
was completed. 
Thank you to the Tuber Sale Committee and the VDS executive 
for their efforts to make our virtual tuber sale such a success.   

 
Betty Girard 

 
 
 
 
Thank you to Frank and Betty Girard for creating and managing the online tuber sale. They 

spent countless hours keeping the sale running and looking great! This sale would not have 
been possible without them. Thank you both for your expertise and time 

 
 



 

VDS Member Connecting Tubers to Gardeners and BC History! 
 
One of the online tuber purchaser and VDS member, Makiko had extra Carl Chilson tubers that she 
generously donated back to the club. Makiko lives in an apartment building near Stanley Park in Vancouver. 
With the park gardeners approval she has planted up and tends to a few planters (photo from 2019 shown 
below) along Lost Lagoon. She also maintains planters on the rooftop of St Paul’s Hospital in downtown 
Vancouver that offers a quite place for employees and patients to visit. The inspiration to plant Carl Chilson 
dahlias came from Cougar Annie’s Garden located at Boat Basin in Clayoquot Sound. 

  
Cougar Annie was a dahlia grower and supplier who sent dahlia tubers across Canada. She created, 
managed and lived on a 5 acre rustic garden/farm located in the picturesque rainforest in Clayoquot Sound 

on the west side of Vancouver Island from 1915 until 1983. She 
passed away in 1985 at the age of 97. In April of 2013, the garden 
celebrated its 100th birthday. In honour of Annie and the gardens 
100th birthday, Makiko planted 2 Carl Chilson tubers. From those 2 
tubers initially planted in 2013 Makiko has shared hundreds of 
tubers with many gardeners across the Lower Mainland and 
Vancouver Island. The spreading of these Carl Chilson dahlias 
continues this year with Makiko’s donation of tubers to the online 
sale. Thank you Makiko for sharing Carl Chilson and their wonderful 
connection to Cougar Annie! 

 
 

 

Thank You Members and Sellers! 

As treasurer of VDS I would like to thank our members and seller for their generous donations to our 
club from the tuber sale. The following email was received from one of the sellers, thank you Richard 
Younker.  

Jack Duncan  

 

I must say again, and would be happy to see noted in the next membership bulletin, my appreciation to 
and for all those members behind the scenes that made this alternative sales venue possible. It has 
been gratifying to see that we have been able to satisfy the needs of so many gardeners while at the 
same time being able to get our own hard efforts of digging, dividing, storing, and labeling our tubers 
recognized and not gone to waste. For myself it also became an opportunity to explain and promote 
dahlia growing and our different dahlia varieties by explaining our classification system by size and petal 
form to many new dahlia novices.  

It also allowed me personally to purchase tubers from other growers to augment and refresh my own 
stock, which is something that I have always done at our tuber sale, but would not have been able to do 
this year, had this alternative venue not come available. 

Best regards, 

Richard 

 
 
 



 

Questions? If you need to contact anyone on the executive, feel free to get in 
touch with us at: 

Email: vancouverdahliasociety@gmail.com 
 

VDS mailing address: 
VDS c/o Betty Girard 

4588 Maysfield Crescent 
Langley, BC 

V3A 4M1 

 

Current Vancouver Dahlia Society Executive 
 

President - Peter Krueger 
Vice President  

Secretary - Ann Field 
Treasurer - Jack Duncan 

Past President - Norm Sharp 
Directors - Richard Zuk, Wally Kurth, Susan Birchmore, Ken Birchmore 

Publicity - Evelyn Crawford 
Food Services 

Awards - Robin Anderson 
Bulletin Editor - Susie Sziklai 
Membership - Betty Girard 

Facebook and Instagram - Susie Sziklai 
Webmaster - Jack Duncan 

 
 
 
 
 
 
We are always looking for new members to join our executive. You don’t have to be an experienced 
grower or shower just have a keen interest in being involved with the inner working of our club. Bring your 
enthusiasm and ideas.  

 
 
 
 
 


