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Promoting Dahlia Growing Since 1955

Vancouver Dahlia Society

The VDS meets on the 3rd Wednesday of every month, except November, December,
January and February in the Floral Hall at VanDusen Botanical Gardens at 7:30 pm.

Next Meetings: September 19 and October 17
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President’s Message

Already I have been asked about the problem of mildew on dahlias. This is a yearly problem and 
there is no easy solution. I refuse to spray because it is so much work with no guarantee that it will 
work, especially once the mold has taken hold. It is best to pick off the effected leaves. Even if the 
plant is practically bare, it will put out new growth and the mildew will run its course in about a 
month to 6 weeks.

I have said this before, the best course of action is preventative and that starts in the spring. The 
soil needs to be well dug and well fertilized. The healthier the plant, the  better it will withstand the 
mildew that resides naturally in the soil. I gave my plants a  good shot of bloombooster (15-30-15) 
just before the show and they are looking good! (You need to stop fertilizing after the end of August 
to give the tubers a chance to firm up.) A little mildew is starting but that is probably because I have 
the plants too close together. Good air circulation around the plants helps to keep the mildew away.

Contrary to popular belief, watering does not promote mildew; quite the contrary. This time of year it 
is tempting to stop watering or at least to slow down. Resist the urge. The plant struggles when the 
roots are not fully moist. I water every 2-3 days during the summer with a little more time in 
between at this time of year, depending on the temperature and rainfall. Keep the water running 
until it begins to puddle and takes longer to sink in. Make sure it is not running off because it is too 
dry. If this is the case, water a little, let it sink in and come back again until the ground is saturated. 
To make sure you are watering deep enough, take a shovel and dig up the ground in a lightly 
planted area. This will tell you how deep the water is going. As a general rule, it is best to keep the 
water off the leaves and flowers but this will not promote mildew if the plant is healthy. The one 
positive about all this is that the mildew does not seem to effect the quality of the tubers.

What a show! Once again the giants, large and other types were well represented. If only this was 
the case at the tuber sale.... Thank you to Betty, Jennifer and Richard for putting this all together 
and of course, to all the volunteers.

The September general meeting will be a potluck and parlor show, as usual. What we will be 
adding this year is a demonstration on how to use dahlias in arrangements for the home. The 
October meeting will  include a talk on digging, dividing and storing tubers. If you are new to the 
club, this is a  meeting you should not miss.

Peter Krueger

Reminder: The September Meeting will start earlier for our annual

Potluck Dinner and Parlour Show. Details on page 5.
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TUBER SALES PRICE LISTS

Will you be selling tubers next spring? 

As you are digging your tubers, make a list of what varieties you have and 

submit it to Norm Sharp. Norm would like to update the tuber sale price list over the winter so he

can have it ready for printing by March. 

Did you acquire any new originations or varieties that should 

be added to the list? 

OCTOBER MEETING

Digging, cutting and storing your tubers. 
If you attend only one meeting a year this should be the one! Hands on demonstration of cutting up your 

tuber clumps and various methods of storing them.

Also it is election night. 

SEPTEMBER MEETING

Annual Potluck and Parlour Show.
See the write up on page 5 for all the details.
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Eric Young          Brigitte Bennetsen

Martha Lettau

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS

You will receive your 2019 membership form for VDS, the Federation and ADS in the mail in the 

next few weeks. If you would like to renew at the October meeting you will be able to do so.

Don’t forget to return your exhibitor bowls to 
Jennifer or Richard Zuk. They belong to the club 

and must be returned on or before the 
October meeting.

OCTOBER REFRESHMENTS

We need some volunteers for refreshments in October. We have only one person bringing  some 

sweets. We could use two. If you haven’t brought anything this year it is a good time to do so. We 

need someone for sandwiches and someone for fruits and/or veggies.

OCTOBER ELECTIONS

October is election month. There will be a few vacancies to fill. Have you thought about joining the 

executive? Now’s the time. We are always looking for fresh ideas. Why not throw your hat into the ring?

                    Tickets will be on sale at each meeting only until 7:25 PM. Meeting starts at 7:30 PM.  

                   Please come early enough to purchase your tickets before the start of the meeting.  

The 50/50 DRAW 

Tickets are still 1 for a Looney - 3 for a Tooney and 10 for $5.00
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VANCOUVER DAHLIA SOCIETY 2018 SHOW AWARDS
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We would like to thank the following people for their generous donations 
to our show awards.

ROBIN ANDERSON

SUE CROFT

EVELYN CRAWFORD

BETTY & FRANK GIRARD

PAUL & CHERYL HOWARD

TINA & DOUG McNABB

DANIEL NG

DOROTHY PITRE

CAROL & GARY ROLLIE

CATHY SCHUPPI

LORRAINB STRUYK

CONNIE YOUNG-DAVIS

RICHARD & JENNIFER ZUK

DAVID & JEAN McINTOSH

JACK DUNCAN

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THE WINNERS!

Doug Youngson(by diameter)

(by depth & diameter)
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                          VDS Annual PotLuck Dinner and Parlour Show

Our September general meeting is our annual Potluck Dinner. Staging begins at 5:30 pm, dinner at 
6:30 pm, (or whenever you can make it through the traffic!)

Once again it is time for our annual pot luck and parlour show, which is a much anticipated annual 
event. It is an opportunity for people who find entering our an annual show a bit intimidating to show 
off their blooms. Bring a few blooms (even ones that aren't disbudded) and maybe win a prize. Cans, 
foam and expert advice will be available at 5:30 pm.  If you have only shown in the parlour show and 
one other show or less, use pink tags. All others use white tags. And bring your seedlings! There is no 
limit to the blooms you may enter.
Also, consider making a centerpiece. They will be judged by popular vote and will adorn our dinner 
tables.

Please bring a dish to share with approx. 5 other people. There will be sliced roast beef again this 
year. The club will supply plates, napkins and cutlery. Consider bringing an appy, salad, side dish or 
dessert and please bring a serving utensil if needed.

I am trying to put out a 2019 Dahlia Calendar and I’m not sure if it will be ready for the October 

general meeting. Anyone who is interested in purchasing one can contact me at 604-572-8981 or email 

me at themcnabbs@telus.net and I will make sure I get yours out to you somehow.

Also I would like to thank everyone for your thoughts and prayers for my husband Doug who had a

stroke the week before our show. He is in rehabilitation and is showing some improvement. 

                                                                                                                                Tina McNabb  

GET YOUR CAMERAS OUT!

Here I am again asking for members to take photo of their dahlias. There are two reasons
for doing so.

#1: If you plan on selling your tubers at our annual sale in the spring a photo can be in-
      valuable. Tubers that have photos to go with them sell far faster than ones without. 
      We need photos for our picture boards and you may want a photo to go on your label.

#2: Taking photos of your dahlias is a good way of keeping records. When you check your 
      inventory in the spring it helps you remember whether a variety is worth keeping, do you 
      want to grow more of this variety and so on.

Just remember to take the photos when the bloom is at its peak of maturity and not blown.
Get the entire bloom in the photo. Take the photo head on, not from the top looking down.
With today’s technology it is easy to check out your photo before keeping it.

Also as you go around your garden make sure all your plants have identification tags and the
tags names match the blooms.
                                                                                                                      Tina McNabb
                                                                                                                             

DAHLIA CALENDARS
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REFRESHMENT REMINDER

Please bring your own mug to cut cost of purchasing foam cups and to be environmentally friendly.

September Meeting October Meeting

Sandwiches: Volunteers

Sweets: Jack Duncan

Fruit/Veggies: Volunteers

If there’s anything you would like see at a meeting, any ideas or comments you would like to
put forth or something you would like to put in the bulletin, please don’t hesitate to contact any
one of the above listed people here. We are hear to listen.

We do like to have 2 volunteers per item if possible
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Questions? If you need to contact anyone on the executive, feel free to get 

in touch with us at:

Email: vancouverdahliasociety@gmail.com

 

President                         Peter Krueger 
Secretary                 Ann Field 
Treasurers                 Donna Quinn / Jack Duncan 

Past President          Norm Sharp 
Directors 

                                Daniel Ng 
                                Wally Kurth 
                                Carole Rollie 
                                Susie Sziklai 
                                Richard Zuk 
                                Tina McNabb 

Publicity                         Evelyn Crawford 
Food Services                 To Be Determined 
Awards                         Robin Anderson
Bulletin Editor                 Tina McNabb 
Membership                 Betty Girard 
Facebook & Instagram Susie Sziklai 
Webmaster                 Jack Duncan

VDS EXECUTIVE

Potluck
Dinner
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