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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
 

 
Some years ago, we did a seedling challenge with the VDS. It was, by all accounts...a failure. Looking back, 
it was a big mistake to take seed from a cross between a cactus and a formal decorative. The result was a 
few tweeners and, to quote Evie Gullickson: "junque". I have learned from that experience. 
 
Recently I heard of a seedling trial that Whatcom County Dahlia Society was doing and I was inspired again. 
I have collected seed from Fancy Pants (an orchette) that is crossed with Lorona Dawn (another orchette). 
The result should be a lot more pleasing. As it will be too late to start seed by the May general meeting, I 
have started some seed that will be ready to plant out after the meeting (no charge). Seedlings do not need 
more that 5 or 6 inches of room and can be planted anywhere. When the first flower appears, it can be 
judged and the plant discarded if the bloom is not up to standard. If you get any decent blooms, I would love 
to see them either in a picture, or bring a bloom to a meeting, show or the September potluck. If you happen 
to get one that is worth showing, it is yours. You can grow it for 4 years, put it on the ADS bench at the show 
and, if it passes, name it. In my experience, there is nothing more thrilling in the dahlia world than to produce 
a seedling that makes it to the head table or is registered with the American Dahlia Society. 
 
Once again we had a very successful tuber sale. After experiencing a shortage of tubers last year, there was 
some concern this would happen again. We needn't have worried! 
A big thank you to all the sellers who made the tuber sale such a success. My biggest thank you goes out to 
Norm Sharp. In spite of some changes in the tuber sale committee, he managed to pull it all together and 
make the sale the success that it was. And, of course, a big thank you to all the volunteers. We could not 
have done it without you. 
 
Be sure to come to the May general meeting. We can relax and breathe a bit before we gear up for the show. 
In the last few years, Betty Girard has taken several trips, including a visit to the Galapagos Islands this year. 
She will give us a report complete with pictures.  
 
By now you will have planted your tubers. If you have any questions about dahlia culture, bring them to the 
meeting and have one of our resident experts answer them for you. 
 
Peter Krueger 
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Next Meetings: May 15 and June 19 
The VDS meets on the 3rd Wednesday of every month, except November, December 
January and February in the Floral Hall at VanDusen Botanical Garden at 7:30 pm. 

 

B.C. Council of Garden Clubs AGM April 6, 2019. Report by Betty Girard 

I attended the B.C. Council of Garden Clubs AGM as the VDS voting delegate. The Council has 169 affiliated garden 
clubs, societies and community gardens and 49 clubs had voting delegates in attendance.  

There were two constitutional housekeeping resolutions passed unanimously with minor wording changes. Eric Hees 
was elected as the President for a two year term, the rest of the executive was either re-elected or appointed by 
acclamation.  

The B.C. Council celebrated their 75th anniversary with a special floral design show and 
birthday cake.  As part of the 75th anniversary, the council has held a visioning workshop 
to determine future directions. It is noted that the focus of gardening has shifted to food 
security and climate action, from some of the more traditional ornamental pursuits, 
particularly with the younger gardeners.  

Eric Hees outlined some of his ambitious ideas, which include increasing the capacity of 
the Scholarship Trust Fund endowment and rotating B.C. Council meetings throughout 
the province to allow more member clubs that are not in the lower mainland to participate. 

And speaking of the Scholarship Trust Fund, they will be awarding $10,350 in 2019 to 12 
different horticultural programs throughout the province. They currently have $261,358.47 
in the endowment fund.  

Brian Minter was the keynote speaker this year. He had several examples of how millennials 
and boomers are impacting the horticultural industry. One interesting anecdote was that the four major tropical (indoor) 
plant wholesalers could not keep up with demand last year and most days you could ‘drive a truck’ through their empty 
greenhouses. It seems that people living with limited outdoor space are keen to buy indoor plants instead. Another 
alarming statistic that he shared was that the average lifespan of a tree in Vancouver is about eight years! Vancouver 
is doing a great job of insisting on the planting of trees in public and private space, but their watering and maintenance 
is greatly lacking. This summer he asked that we all do our part if we see newly planted trees not being watered.  

The second speaker was Douglas Justice on ornamental cherry trees. He had slide after slide of eye candy with 
various trees in all their splendour. He knew the names, and more importantly the history of the names of many 
different varieties. It reminded me of how people often ask how we can keep the names of the dahlias straight! 

The next meeting of the B.C. Council will be in October. If you are interested in attending, either independently or as 
the VDS voting delegate, please contact Betty Girard. 

 

 

Winning floral art design at 
the 75th anniversary show 
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Follow VANCOUVER DAHLIA SOCIETY on Instagram and Facebook 
 

Both Facebook and Instagram accounts can be found under VancouverDahliaSociety or accessed 
at our website vancouverdahliasociety.com on the homepage. 

May & June Meeting Agenda 
May Meeting:  Tips and questions on growing dahlias. Betty’s 
travels to the Galapagos Islands. Report of the 2018 ADS Show 
by Jennifer, Richard and Betty. 

 
June Meeting:  Stopping and disbudding your dahlias. Speaker 
TBA. 

 
 

WELCOME NEW VDS MEMBERS! 
 

Miriam Balubal, Ann Rae and family, Cartney McLachlan, 
Fanella Jacquet, Janelle Fontaine, Shen Ting, Kim Gilker, 
Rae Palmer, Trudy Dixon, Chantelle Chan, Joanne 
Dressay, Amy Fell, Andrea Bellamy and Sunny Trim. 

 
 
 

                   Date for the 2020 VDS Annual Show 
 

The 2020 Vancouver Dahlia Society Annual Show will be held 
on August 29th and 30th and not the Labour Day weekend due 
to a scheduling change with VanDusen Garden. This year’s 
Annual Show will be held on the Labour Day weekend, August 
31st and September 1st 

 
 
2019 Show Schedules 

The 2019 Show Schedule should be available at the May Meeting 
for those of you who are Federation members. 

 
 
 

 
 

                                     

 

 
 
 

Saturday July 20 

Burlington 
Community Center 
Burlington, WA 

Saturday July 27 

South Judging Classes  
Gloria dei Lutheran 
Church Olympia, WA 

 
Weekend of 
August 31 & 
September 1 

Dahlia Show 
Floral Hall VanDusen Garden 
Vancouver, BC 

 
Weekend of September 7 & 8  
 

Annual Dahlia Show 
Bloedel Donovan Park 
Bellingham, WA 

 
Weekend of September 
14 & 15  
 
Fraser Valley Dahlia Society 
Annual Dahlia Show 
George Preston Rec 
Center Langley, BC 
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The Largest Dahlia in the World Contest 
 

As the dahlia tubers are getting planted and ready for the growing season, keep this contest in mind! Each 
year the American Dahlia Society (ADS) sponsors the Largest Dahlia in the World Contest to celebrate the 
wonderful world of dinner plate dahlias. Any country/regional/local show is welcome to enter the contest. 
 
In 2018 there were 2 winning dahlias, Maki and AC Younge that each measured 14 7/8 inches. Second place was 
Emory Paul at 14 inches and third place went to Penhill Dark Monarch at 13 1/4 inches.  
 
Contest Rules 

1. Bloom must be a named cultivar. 
  

2. Dahlia does NOT need leaves but must have stem and stand free in a show container. 

3. Dahlia can have blown center but not necessarily. 
  

4. Dahlia may come from an AA or A section which has already been judged or entered 
directly into the Largest Dahlia Section. 
  

5.  Measurement is exclusively the largest diameter.  Depth has nothing to do with size in this contest.  Ideally, two 
senior judges do the measurement.  If pressed, a senior judge and a well accredited judge can judge. 
  

6. Dahlia must be measured in competition at a dahlia show sanctioned by that country’s 
official Dahlia 

 
7. Report the following information by email to Deborah Dietz at dahliadietz@gmail.com: 

           
          cultivar name 
          measurement 
          name of judges 
          grower name and society 
          show sponsor and location  

  
A photo of the judge measuring the largest dahlia or the grower with the dahlia 
would be appreciated but is not mandatory.  
 

         Contact Deborah Dietz dahliadietz@gmail.com if you have questions. 
  

 

 
 
 

 
 

Maki 

Penhill Dark Monarch 
 

Emory Paul 
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Five Questions for an Experienced Dahlia Grower 

Thank you Paul Bloomquist for taking the time to answer this 
month’s ‘Five Questions’. 

 
Paul and Barbara Bloomquist are dahlia hybridizers 
extraordinaire! They are members of the Whatcom County 
Dahlia Society (WCDS) and generous supporters of the annual 
VDS Tuber Auction. 

1. Where were you first introduced to the dahlia? 
In the early 1970’s our neighbor, a “good old farm woman” from Missouri, first 
introduced me to dahlias. I had admired the flowers around her garden and she 
told me they were dahlias. That next spring she gave me some tubers. I had no 
time to take care of them properly, so I just stored them in our barn. The barn 
mice ate them all before I could get them planted!  

In 1990, Barb noticed an ad in the newspaper for the WCDS Flower Show at 
their meeting place in a church in Bellingham. We went to the show and we were 
overwhelmed by the beauty of the many varieties of dahlias on display at the 
show.  That was when we decided to attend our first WCDS meeting and we 
have been members in the club ever since!  That was also when I began growing 
dahlias “seriously”. It didn’t take long for me to outgrow the garden space at our 
home! (I now “borrow” an acre of land at our daughter’s place in Ferndale).  

 
 

 
2. How many varieties of dahlias do you plan to grow this year? 

 
This year I will be planting about 430 named varieties, plus 1000 of one, 
two and three year seedlings, plus 4000 first-year seedlings. 

 
3. What is your favourite dahlia form? 

 
My favorite form is the laciniated. I have always adored Kenora Macop-B 

and I still have the same stock I started with. 
 

4. What path led you to hybridize dahlias? 
 
I have always liked taking seeds in the fall and planting them in the spring to get to see what “new” flowers 
will be created. I guess I am like one of WCDS customers at our tuber sale who comes every year and buys 
$70 to $100 worth of tubers. I asked him once, “What happened to all the tubers he had bought from last 
year?” 
He responded by saying that he purposely leaves them in the ground every winter so they will die. Then he 
can come and buy new, different ones every spring because he likes a change in his yard’s decor! 
 
5. What is your personal favourite hybridized dahlia that you have introduced and what 
is the biggest challenge you deal with hybridizing dahlias? 
 
It is hard for me to choose just one, but Bloomquist Dawn, Barbara, Globe and Rose are among my favorites.  
The biggest challenges for me are time and weather. Rain and frost are our enemies at times, but are also 
our friends when we need them at other times.  

 
Kenora Macop-B 

Bloomquist  Dawn 

Bloomquist Barbara 

Bloomquist Globe 



 

Door Prizes 
Everyone looks forward to the door prizes that we award each month at the end of the general 
meeting. Door prizes do not have to be new, they can be just about anything - cuttings from 
your garden, extra produce, a “re-gift” or homemade treasures. Each month names are 
randomly picked from those who have signed in at the beginning of the meeting, and each 
person chooses their door prize in order of winning. Everyone appreciates contributions to the 
door prizes. Please bring in anything that you would like to share with the club. 

 
 

 Laciniated (LC) Dahlia Form 
 

LACINIATED Dahlias: Ray florets are split at the tip with the number and depth of the splits varying 
according to the size of the ray floret. The portion of the ray floret with the splits should uniformly twist or 
curl whether involute or revolute. The less mature ray florets should possess splits but do not have to 
twist or curl. In the ideal laciniated dahlia, the majority of ray florets will be uniformly arranged with a split, 
twist, or curl that conveys an overall fringed or frilled effect. 
Ray florets, slightly involute or revolute, that split regardless 
of length and remain generally flat are a major fault. Ray 
florets with a shallow notch or cleft and possessing little 
twisting to the extreme portion should not be classified as 
laciniated. The ideal depth is three-quarters the diameter of 
the bloom and should never be greater than its diameter. 
 
From the ADS Classification and Handbook of Dahlias 
  

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday April 17 2019 Annual VDS Tuber Auction 
 

The Annual VDS Tuber Auction was a great success and raised $286.00 for the club. Thank you 
Carole Rollie for gathering the tuber donations and organizing the auction board. Thank you 
Wally Kurth and Norm Sharp for running a very entertaining auction.  

 
 

 

 
 

The 50/50 Draw 
Tickets are 1 for a Looney - 3 for a Tooney and 10 for $5.00 

REMINDER - Tickets will be on sale at each meeting only until 7:25 PM. Meeting starts at 7:30 PM. 
Please come early enough to purchase your tickets before the start of the meeting. 
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Bloomquist Tangerine ADS Classification 2512 B LC FL 



 

Questions? If you need to contact anyone on the executive, feel free to get in 
touch with us at: 

Email: vancouverdahliasociety@gmail.com 
 

VDS mailing address: 
VDS c/o Betty Girard 

4588 Maysfield Crescent 
Langley, BC 

V3A 4M1 

Current Vancouver Dahlia Society Executive 
 

President - Peter Krueger 
Vice President  

Secretary - Ann Field 
Treasurer - Jack Duncan 

Past President - Norm Sharp 
Directors - Richard Zuk, Wally Kurth, Susan Birchmore, Ken Birchmore 

Publicity - Evelyn Crawford 
Food Services 

Awards - Robin Anderson 
Bulletin Editor - Susie Sziklai 
Membership - Betty Girard 

Facebook and Instagram - Susie Sziklai 
Webmaster - Jack Duncan 

 
We are always looking for new members to join our executive. You don’t have to be an experienced 
grower or shower just have a keen interest in being involved with the inner working of our club. Bring your 
enthusiasm and ideas.  

 

 
 

May 15th and June 19th Refreshment Reminder 
 

May 15th Meeting 
Sandwiches: looking for a volunteer 

Sweets: Rada Davey 
Fruit/Veggies: Jack Duncan 

 
June 19th Meeting 

Sandwiches: looking for a volunteer 
Sweets: Daniel Ng 

Fruit/Veggies: looking for a volunteer 
 

A refreshment sign up sheet will be passed around at the May 15th meeting for upcoming meeting dates. 
Please bring your own mug to cut cost of purchasing cups and to be environmentally friendly. 

  

7 
 


