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Promoting Dahlia Growing Since 1955

Vancouver Dahlia Society

The VDS meets on the 3rd Wednesday of every month, except November, December 
 January and February in the Floral Hall at VanDusen Botanical Gardens at 7:30 pm.

Next Meetings: March 21 and April 18
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Peter Krueger

If you are like me, you find the winter weather depressing; the endless rain, the snow and the freezing nights. Spring 
cannot come soon enough! Thankfully, we are getting a few more days with sun and the temperature is increasing 
gradually. Spring is beginning to appear in the form of snow drops and crocuses.

With the upturn in weather, my thoughts turn to my dahlias and which ones I will plant this year. I have started them in 
pots in the greenhouse already. My thoughts also turn to taking cuttings from my tubers. I have become convinced over 
the past year that, if I want to compete with the best at the shows, I need to take cuttings. Unfortunately, the dahlia tuber 
is subject to many diseases and viruses and the only way to avoid them is to take cuttings. Some members have figured 
out how to start tubers indoors, take cuttings and start them under lights. I have never been successful with this but when 
my tubers start to grow in the greenhouse, I have taken cuttings, stuck them in the ground and they have grown. I do this 
when I plant out as well. Often a tuber will start more than one shoot. When I take off the extra shoots and stick them in 
the ground, they grow. I intend to take a lot more cuttings this year to improve the health of my tubers. We will have a 
discussion around taking cuttings at the March general meeting.

Let's talk about growing dahlias from seed. Quite apart from the pride one feels when one of your blooms gets registered 
with the American Dahlia Society, it's just plain fun. I have collected seed from many different varieties and have had 
some interesting results. I have learned over time that it is best to cross varieties that are most alike. Some years ago, I 
crossed a formal decorative with a cactus. I do not recommend this. Out of the resulting almost 1,000 seedlings, not one 
was worth keeping. They were all somewhere in between, not leaning one way or the other. Recently, I crossed two 
collarettes: Pooh and Bloomquist Sweet and got some amazing results. There were a lot of collarettes, some with very 
nice form. I will continue to grow the nicer ones to see which will stand the test of time. Interesting too, is the colour 
spectrum that resulted. Most leaned toward the orange and yellow of Pooh with very few leaning toward the pink and 
purple of Bloomquist Sweet. If you choose to let your dahlias go to seed, you need to decide at this point in the season 
which blooms you want to cross and then plant two like varieties next to each other, keeping the varieties that you do not 
want to influence your seed, as far away as possible. Be aware that some varieties do not produce much seed (giants) 
and some seem to be sterile. I have never been successful  in collecting seed from Pam Howden. If you want lots of seed 
easily, try crossing singles, collarettes or orchids. We will talk more about this topic at the next general meeting.

So..."dust off" your tubers and get them ready for potting up or bag them for sale at the upcoming tuber sale.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

March 17
Federation Spring Workshop
Burlington, WA

April 14 (One Day Only)
Vancouver Dahlia Society
Tuber Sale

April 21
Fraser Valley Dahlia Society
Tuber Sale
Langley, BC

July 21
Federation Summer Workshop
Bellevue , WA
Note New Location:
Cross of Christ Lutheran Church
411 - 156th Ave. NE, Bellevue

July 28
Judges Training
Burlington, WA

September 1 & 2
Vancouver Dahlia Society
Annual Dahlia Show

September 8 & 9
Whatcom County Dahlia Society
Annual Dahlia Show

September  15 & 16
Fraser Valley Dahlia Society
Annual Show

The 2018 Tuber Price List will be ready for the March

Meeting, you can also have it emailed to you upon request,

contact Norm Sharp.

If you have never sold tubers at our sale and would like to, 

see Norm Sharp to get your seller’s number. 

We are still looking for photos for the picture boards at our sale. 

If you have any please email them to Tina McNabb at

 or put them on a DVD. They can be 

submitted up until a week before the sale. 

themcnabbs@telus.net

UPCOMING TUBER SALE

DAHLIAS OF TODAY BOOKS

For those of you that pre-ordered your Dahlias of Today books

they will be available at the next meeting. The cost will be $15.00
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS:

David and Lisa Ng

The 2018 Show Schedule should be available at the March Meeting
for those of you who are Federation members.

2018 SHOW SCHEDULES

The Facebook and Instagram accounts have been set up. The Facebook account is quite bare 
but I will add more to it over the next while - providing a link to the VDS website, adding bulletins, 
membership details, meeting information and tuber sale etc. I would like to add pictures to the 
Instagram account every few days. If anyone has good Dahlia photos with names please forward 
them to me. Hopefully we can start attracting some followers to each of the accounts.
Both the Facebook and Instagram accounts can be found under VancouverDahliaSociety or
accessed at our website vancouverdahliasociety.com on our homepage.

VANCOUVER DAHLIA SOCIETY NOW HAS A SOCIAL PRESENCE!

MARCH & APRIL MEETING AGENDA

March Meeting: Election of Officers. Preparation for the tuber sale.
A discussion on taking cuttings and starting seeds.

April Meeting: Tuber Auction. A variety of new introductions and 
hard to get varieties will be auctioned off. A discussion on getting
your beds ready and planting your tubers.
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2018 TUBER SALE WILL BE A ONE DAY SALE!
Saturday April 14th

the front desk.

member’s sales

7:00 - 9:30

APRIL 12, 2014 APRIL 13, 2014

9:00 am

9:00 am to 10:00 am

9:00 am

Sat.

  7:00 - 9:00    -    Put up tables and place tubers

 9:00 - 10:00   -    MEMBERS ONLY SALE

 10:00 - 4:00    -    Public Sale

  4:00 - 5:00    -    Clean up by all members 

For Details Call:

Carole Rollie    778-571-2370

Tina McNabb   604-572-8981

Norm Sharp     604-589-0463

Add these varieties to your 2018 Tuber Sales Shopping List

VDS Challenge Flower: Chimicum Troy

VDS Jackpot Flowers:  Alloway Candy

Federation Flower of the Year 2018:  Clearview Daniel

Flower of the Year 2019: AC Ben

FVDS Challenge Flower: Camano Sitka

FVDS Unsworth Challenge: April Dawn

Add a Waterlily to your list for the Floating Dahlia Exhibit.
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We are still in need of photos for the picture boards. If you have any you can email them to Tina McNabb 
at  or load them on DVD. themcnabbs@telus.net

We are also looking for volunteers to work at our sales desks at our tuber sale. If you would like to help 
out let Tina, Norm or Carole know. We also need plastic bags for buyers to gather their purchases. 
Please bring these on the day of our sale.

All member who are selling tubers, would you please give Tina a list of what you might be selling so she
can set up the pictures boards ahead of time. Submission of lists can be given to her at the March meeting
or you can email them or even phone her up until April 11 or 12.

Tina McNabb 604-572-8981

5ft Tall

$5.00

Bonaventure
AA – Giant
Formal Dec.
Bronze

CORRECT WAY TO LABEL TUBERS

This is an example of a label with a photo and the new barcode. If you are handwriting your labels, the

barcode can be printed on avery labels and stuck to either your label or to the bag.

1. The size should be a minimum of 4" x 2"

2. Try and put some kind of identifying colour or symbol (I use the coloured squares at the top) on the

     label, this makes it easy for pickup at the end of the day. You do not have to use the colour you 

     were assigned in the past if you are using computer generated labels.

3. You no longer need to put your seller number on the label, it is in the bar code. However you still

    need to put the price on the label for the public to see.

4. The price goes down in the right bottom corner. The prices is determined on the 2015 Price List.

5. On left side can go either a photo and description or just the description. First dahlia name, size,

    the form, the colour and the height it grows. Again all this information is on the 2015 Price List.

6. In the left hand bottom corner your name and phone number. This is so a buyer can contact you if 

    they have any concerns about the tuber they purchased.

7. Lastly, please attach your label to the OUTSIDE of the bag. This makes it easier to view the tuber

    inside the bag.

If you need a particular photo for your tag, I have a very extensive dahlia photo library and can send 

you what you need if I have it.

Important: Please make sure there is an eye on your tuber before you bring it to the sale.

     Tina McNabb
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REMINDER  -  Tickets will be on sale at each meeting only until 7:25 PM. Meeting starts at 7:30 PM.  Please 
come early enough to purchase your tickets before the start of the meeting.  

The 50/50 DRAW 

Tickets are still 1 for a Looney - 3 for a Tooney and 10 for $5.00

CHANGE TO TUBER SALE PRICING

Due to supply and demand all AA (Giant) and A (Large) dahlia tubers with now be $5.00 each. If you 
are a seller and you need a $5.00 barcode please contact Carole Rollie.

SPROUTING AND PLANTING SEED

Late April, after the tuber sales, is when I start my dahlia seeds. There are many different ways to start

your seeds. Here’s how I do it. I use the plastic clamshell containers used for cookies or cakes from the 

bakery. I line the bottom with paper towel and add just enough water to soak the towel. I sprinkle my 

seeds on top. I close the lid and then I put it on top of my hot water tank. This gives it bottom heat to 

help germinate the seeds. After about 36 to 48 hours I start to check them every day to see if they have 

sprouted. Not all the seeds will sprout. As they sprout I plant them into self watering trays I purchased at 

Lee Valley Tools.  These water them from the bottom. These little seedlings need plenty of light so I place 

them under grow lights. This prevents them from growing too tall. When it becomes warm enough I trans-

plant them into 4" pots and put them out in the greenhouse. At this time you can give them a bit of 

fertilizer (20-20-20).  If they get a little too tall I will stake with a wood meat skewer.

This is not the only one way of starting seeds. There are many good write ups and videos on the internet 

showing different methods of growing dahlia seeds. Check them out and see what you think will work 

best for you.

                                                                                                                                           Tina McNabb

                                                                                              

                                                    DOOR PRIZES
Everyone looks forward to the door prizes that we award each month at the end of the general 
meeting. Door prizes do not have to be new, they can be just about anything - cuttings from 
your garden, extra produce, a “re-gift” or homemade treasures. Each month names are 
randomly picked from those who have signed in at the beginning of the meeting, and each 
person chooses their door prize in order of winning. Everyone appreciates contributions to the 
door prizes. Please bring in anything that you would like to share with the club.

THE BURNABY RHODODENDRON FESTIVAL 
This will be the 30th Annual Festival, taking place on Sunday, May 6th, 2018 at the Shadbolt Centre
for the Arts at 6450 Deer Lake Avenue in Burnaby. The Vancouver Dahlia Society will be have a booth
there again this year. If you have extra tubers you don’t plan on planting we can always use them for 
this sale. All the money made here goes directly to the club. You don’t need to bag them, we will even 
take clumps if you get them to us prior to the event. You can contact Carole Rollie, Norm Sharp or 
Tina McNabb and we will arrange to get them from you.
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REFRESHMENT REMINDER

Please bring your own mug to cut cost of purchasing foam cups and to be environmentally friendly.

 March Meeting

Sandwiches: Evelyn Crawford

Sweets: Tina McNabb

Fruit/Veggies: Betty Girard 

April Meeting             

Sandwiches: 

Sweets: 

Fruit/Veggies: 

If there’s anything you would like see at a meeting, any ideas or comments you would like to put forth 
or something you would like to put in the bulletin, please don’t hesitate to contact us at the above 
email address. We are hear to listen.
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Please sign up
at the March 

Meeting.
2 People for 
Sandwiches 

& Sweets

Questions? If you need to contact anyone on the executive, feel free to get 

in touch with us at:

Email: vancouverdahliasociety@gmail.com

SAD NEWS

Over the winter break we lost two founding members of the Fraser Valley Dahlia Society. In November
Ralph Kuiper and Roy Campbell passed away just a day apart. And in late December we lost Mas 
Tanizawa. Although Mas was not a member of the Vancouver Dahlia Society he was very active with
us. He was an avid floral art exhibitor and a tremendous help at our booth at the Burnaby Rhodo
Festival. He will be sorely missed.

POSITIONS TO BE FILLED

After many years of being our refreshment and kitchen coordinator Sue Croft has hung up her apron. 
Thank you Sue for the wonderful job you have done. We now need someone to take her place. It
should be someone who lives in Burnaby or Vancouver who can get to the hall a bit early to put the
coffee on for our meetings. This person would also be responsible for looking after food for our annual 
show and our potluck. It could even be a couple of people. Please think about volunteering. Don’t
worry, I’m sure Sue will be able to answer any of your queries about the job.

Also is there anyone who might want to take over the position of Treasurer. Donna Quinn has done a 
fantastic job but needs a well deserved break. If you are interested, talk to Donna and she can tell
what is involved and I’m sure she will assist you the first few months.

We are always looking for new members to join our executive. You don’t have to be an experienced 
grower or shower just have a keen interest in being involved with the inner working of our club. Bring
your enthusiasm and ideas. 
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