
Promoting Dahlia Growing Since 1955

Vancouver Dahlia Society

The VDS meets on the 3rd Wednesday of every month, except November, December 
January and February in the Floral Hall at VanDusen Botanical Gardens at 7:30 pm.

See Page 2 for details on July 18 Meeting -  Next Regular Meeting: August 15

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Peter Krueger
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Lately, when I sit down to contemplate what to write for the president's report, I think "What can I 
write about that I haven't already covered?" Then a subject presents itself as it did this time. We 
need to talk about dahlia diseases. The first and most obvious one is the virus.  It is seen in blotchy, 
discolored and distorted leaves, often resulting in stunted growth and inferior flowers. Almost all 
tubers have some virus in them that is brought out when the plant is stressed. Viruses are passed 
on from plant to plant by aphids and by using cutting tools that have been used on a virused plant. 
Bacterial infections are also common. They present in discoloured, crippled, pulpy and ultimately 
rotting tubers. If grown, these tubers too will be stunted and the blooms underdeveloped. Black rot 
occasionally makes its appearance. It attacks the stem, usually at the base and the plant wilts. This 
can happen very quickly. The last one I will mention is a fungus infection. It presents as grey circles 
on the leaves, usually starting at the bottom. 

What can be done to avoid these diseases? First, make sure you have optimal growing conditions - 
soil at a PH level of about 6.5, well fertilized and well dug in a location that has at least 6 hours of 
sun a day. Make sure there is adequate air circulation between the plants. Second, control the 
aphids. Go after them as soon as they appear: squish them, wash them off with a jet of water or 
spray with a soap solution. If you choose to spray, make sure you do not harm the lady bugs. They 
are your allies in this fight and you want to encourage enough of them so they can ultimately do the 
job themselves. Learn to identify lady bug eggs and juveniles.  Ants are your enemies in this battle. 
They "farm" the aphids and keep the lady bugs away. Sterilize any cutting tools. This is especially 
important when dividing tubers. I dip my tools in a 10% bleach solution between dividing each 
clump. I also dip the tubers in the same solution; quickly in and out. Once the plant is infected, there 
is very little that can be done to bring it back. It needs to be pulled and put in the garbage, not in the 
compost. I choose to put all my dahlia plants and tubers in the garbage (the city recycling bin) so I 
do not contaminate the soil. 

Many dahlia growers take cuttings in the spring to get the healthiest plant possible. The growing tips 
are relatively disease free and can be the start of a healthy new plant. I have done this in a big way 
for the first time this year and I have some wonderful, vigorous, healthy plants. I have also tried 
taking the shoot off a tuber that I have planted if it shows signs of disease. Sometimes the shoot 
already has roots growing from its base and it continues growing without interruption. Otherwise, I 
treat it as a cutting and discard the tuber. By this time the plant is already infected and, even though 
there is some sign that this helps, the jury is still out and I will know if this has been successful at 
the end of the season.

All this brings me to where "the rubber hits the road". I purchased tubers from most of the growers 
this year at the tuber sale and many of them showed signs of disease. We need to be more vigilant 
in making sure we sell healthy tubers. I include myself in this. Often the plant appears healthy the 
year before but may become infected in the dividing process. This will not show up until the tuber is 
planted. The public depends on us to pass along healthy tubers, let's not disappoint them.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

July 21
Federation Summer Workshop
Bellevue , WA
Note New Location:
Cross of Christ Lutheran Church
411 - 156th Ave. NE, Bellevue

July 28
Judges Training
Burlington, WA

September 1 & 2
Vancouver Dahlia Society
Annual Dahlia Show

September 8 & 9
Whatcom County Dahlia Society
Annual Dahlia Show

September  15 & 16
Fraser Valley Dahlia Society
Annual Show

The July 18th general meeting will be held at the home of your 
president (that's me). Come at 6 pm and take a tour of the 
garden. We will eat at 6:30. We will provide the meat dish and 
the drinks. Please bring either a salad or a dessert. After the 
meal, we will have an official tour of the garden. We will not 
have a meeting as such but if there are issues of importance, 
we can take some time for them after the meal.

LOCATION CHANGE FOR 
JULY GENERAL MEETING!

By now you should have all received a request for Show Award Donations from Robin Anderson
either by mail or email. Donations help to offset the costs of putting on our annual show. 
Consider sponsoring a particular category, ie Best Orchid or Best Bowl ... 
Robin will be at the July 18 and the August 15 General Meetings and will be happy to take your 
donations at that time.  If you are unable to attend these meetings and would like to make a 
donation, please feel free to send her a cheque addressed to 8222 Joffre Ave., Burnaby, B.C. 
V5J 3L3.  Please make your cheque payable to the Vancouver Dahlia Society.

AWARDS DONATIONS

Have you thought about becoming a Dahlia Judge? You can attend the beginner’s class and see if 

this is something you might want to pursue. Wally Kurth and Norm Sharp are holding a Federation 

approved Pre-Candidate Level Judging Class at Wally’s home ( 24887 - 55A Avenue, Langley) on 

July 21st. It starts at 9:30 am and finishes at 2:30 pm. Lunch and fun will be provided.

For more information and directions call: 604-626-0323

SPECIAL BEGINNERS JUDGING FEDERATION WORKSHOP

AUGUST MEETING AGENDA

Preparing for our Annual Show. How to stage your flowers.
An explanation of the different show catagories. A show schedule 
will be available for all who are not Federation members.

Reminder:

If you received an Invitation to Clerk or Judge from Art Wuerth please reply back to him as soon as 

you can so he can contact the various clubs on your availability.
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Bowls will be available for pickup at the next meeting. They belong to the club and must 
be returned on or before the October meeting.

Oasis will also be available at the next meeting. They can be purchased for a nominal fee. 
You will need this for your bowl or basket entries.

NOTE: 
If you require cans in order to 
display your entries please call 
Jack Duncan at 604-420-9301 
or jack.duncan@shaw.ca

CUT FLOWER SALES
We will be in needing donations of blooms for our Cut Flower Sales. The money raised here 
helps to offset some of the costs of putting on our show.
If you have any left over after you are done staging they can be left in buckets that will be up at 
the front entrance doors. If you have extra blooms in your garden bring them along. We need 
blooms for both Saturday and especially Sunday when the doors open to the public.
Note: Please ensure they have long stems.

Exhibitors are requested to leave entries on the 
tables until after the Awards Presentation. Those 
entrants who cannot remove their entries are 
expected to make arrangements for someone to do 
so for them.

REMOVAL OF ENTRIES

We would like to see all our members attend the show even if you’re not exhibiting.
It gives you a chance to see hundreds of varieties and to make that “Wish List”

for next year’s tuber sale!

FLORAL ART ENTRIES
Contact Jennifer Zuk at 604-294-0237 to reserve space or email her at rtzjg@telus.net

Vancouver Dahlia Society Annual Show September 1 & 2

Calling All First Time Exhibitors

Have your ever wanted to show flowers but felt too intimidated to put your blooms on the bench with all 

those other competitors?  Did you bring flowers to the parlour show last year and enjoyed a little friendly 

competition?  This year again there is a special category at the show for first time competitors! If you 

have never entered a dahlia show before, this is a great place to start.  It is OK if you have entered our 

parlour show or a general garden show before.  But, if you have never entered a dahlia show before, 

consider bringing a bloom or two and entering First Time Exhibitor, Class 272.  If you don’t have cans 

and Wob -  don’t worry about it.  Just bring your flower in some water on Saturday, September 2nd from 

6:30  -  9:00 AM and someone will help you stage your flower and write out a tag.  There is going to be a 

special prize for the winner!  

… Betty Girard, Show Committee
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BUY AND SELL

Do you have something you would to buy or sell or even give away for free. It doesn’t necessarily have 
to be dahlia oriented. Send me a small ad and I will post it in the bulletin. If you have a photo of the item 
send that as well.                                                                                          

                                                                                                Tina McNabb    themcnabbs@telus.net
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

Set-up starts on Friday, August 31st at 4:30 pm. and takes about two hours.  Show clean-up 
starts immediately after the awards on Sunday, September 2nd.
Volunteers are also needed for clerking, ribbons, door, information and membership table, cut 
flower sales, set up and clean up for the lunch.

There will be sign-up sheets at the August meeting. If there is something you would like to do in 
particular, please contact Betty at 604-431- 8611 or Richard and Jennifer at  604- 294 -0237. 
All assistance is appreciated, whether it be for an hour or two or the entire show!

                                            KITCHEN HELP NEEDED

Help is needed with the show luncheon from 10:30 am to 1:00 pm. We would like 4 or more 
helpers. If you would like volunteer see Betty Girard or Jennifer Zuk.

All wood plant cart.  Wheels turn for easy 
moving around the yard.  Can be used 
with or without the attached shelf.  31” 
long by 17” wide
Asking $25.00

Portable clothes rack.  All 
white metal.  In very good 
condition.   40” wide x 68” 
high.  Just the place to 
store winter clothing during 
the summer.
Asking $10.00

Locking storm door.  In very 
good condition.  I have all the 
hardware for attachment.  3’ 
wide x 77” long.   I have taken 
off the house numbers
and you can put your own on 
the door.  I only want to sell it 
as I replaced my front door 
and now have a Phantom 
Screen.    Asking $50.00

Everything must be picked up as I have no way to transport everything except the wooden plant cart 
which I can take to a meeting .If you are interested in any of these items email me at: katkids4@shaw.ca

                                                                                                                                Robin Anderson

Portable 3 shelf 
greenhouse.  
Excellent condition.  
No rips in the 
plastic.  45” high x 
27” wide.
Asking $20.00
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Remove  these two side buds 
to develope better blooms.

Remove a second set 
of leaves here to produce
larger blooms on AA
& A size dahlias.

THINGS TO DO IN JULY AND AUGUST

Disbudding is another method of achieving bigger blooms and longer stems. Even if you are not showing 
your dahlias disbudding will produce more attractive blooms in the garden and make them more desirable 
for cutting. 
Dahlias send out three buds at the flowering terminal, there’s a center bud  and two side buds. By removing 
the two side buds when they are very small (size of a pea) the center bud will grow much stronger and 
larger. To promote an even larger bloom as in giants a second set of buds may be removed. Blooms must 
be disbudded to qualify in a show.

 
Water 1 - 2 times a week, soaking the 
soil deeply, preferably in the evening. 
Soaker hoses or a drip system are 
preferable as water on the petals in 
hot sunshine can deter from the quality 
of the bloom. 

When your dahlia plants are about 1 foot high you can begin tying them to their stakes. You can use 
just about any kind of twine to tie them up.  Remember not to tie too tight to the stake but leave room for 
the stem to grow bigger. As your plants grow taller you may have to tie them a couple more times. By 
tying them to the stake there is less chance of the wind blowing them over or falling down in a heavy 
rain. Some varieties can grow quite tall even up to 6 foot or more.

WATERING

DISBUDDING

TIME FOR TYING

Around the first of August it’s a good idea to apply some granulated potash around the plant roots, avoid 
getting it on the leaves as it will burn. A hand scattering of potash will increase colour in the bloom but is 
more effective in  developing better and hardier tubers for winter storage. 

FERTILIZING

SAD NEWS

Some sad news to report. Long time member Arlyne Kuiper, wife of Ralphh Kuiper has passed
away. Arlyne lost Ralph last year. She was always at his side at all the dahlia functions and 
events and now she has joined him once again. She will be missed by many.

REMINDER  -  Tickets will be on sale at each meeting only until 7:25 PM. Meeting starts at 7:30 PM.  Please 
come early enough to purchase your tickets before the start of the meeting.  

The 50/50 DRAW 

Tickets are still 1 for a Looney - 3 for a Tooney and 10 for $5.00
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REFRESHMENT REMINDER

Please bring your own mug to cut cost of purchasing foam cups and to be environmentally friendly.

July Meeting

Picnic at 
Peter Krueger’s
Home

August Meeting

Sandwiches: Dorothy Pitre

Sweets: Carolle Rollie

Fruit/Veggies: Dave McIntosh

If there’s anything you would like see at a meeting, any ideas or comments you would like to
put forth or something you would like to put in the bulletin, please don’t hesitate to contact any
one of the above listed people here. We are hear to listen.

We do like to have 2 volunteers per item if possible
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Questions? If you need to contact anyone on the executive, feel free to get 

in touch with us at:

Email: vancouverdahliasociety@gmail.com

 

President                         Peter Krueger 
Secretary                 Ann Field 
Treasurers                 Donna Quinn / Jack Duncan 

Past President          Norm Sharp 
Directors 

                                Daniel Ng 
                                Wally Kurth 
                                Carole Rollie 
                                Susie Sziklai 
                                Richard Zuk 
                                Tina McNabb 

Publicity                         Evelyn Crawford 
Food Services                 To Be Determined 
Awards                         Robin Anderson
Bulletin Editor                 Tina McNabb 
Membership                 Betty Girard 
Facebook & Instagram Susie Sziklai 
Webmaster                 Jack Duncan

VDS EXECUTIVE
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